GENIUS AND CHARACTER
of feeling,  and  I turn  it to account in self-

examination."

"Perhaps," I rejoined, "at different times you
take divergent views of your own actions?
When Napoleon was First Consul, he said that
he-had risen to power owing to the incompe-
tence of the Directory, and that his only
object had been to restore order. But when he
had become Emperor, he gave a very different
explanation,"

"Of course," answered Mussolini. "When one
has reached a new position, one looks back upon
the road from a different angle." Then, with a
shade of rancour, he remarked: "For my part,
certainly, it was not my sole aim to establish
order!"

"In that respect you differ from one who is
purely a poet. D'Annunzio, in an avowal which
was exclusively poetical, told me that his only
reason for going to Fiume was in order to

act."

"You cannot regard that as a political stan-
dard," said the Duce. "Politics, after all, are a
means and not an end."
"Nevertheless," I insisted, "in your early days
you wrote more than once: 'The upshot of the
battle is but a secondary matter. The struggle is
its own reward, even if one should be defeated.'
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